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The EPISTLE |k- 


BRETHREN, — 


2 E laſt Tear when met together on the lite Occaſion we are thi 
Day aſſembled, wherein you had appointed me to Preath, when 
delivered the following Diſcourſe in your Audience, ſo far as I cou 

within the Compaſs of convenient Time ; What I then omitted were print: 
cipally the Seven Things whereby God is diſhonoured, that follow thoſe hy \ 
which we hononr him, which with the reſt I now preſent to your View, ni — 
no wing what I can entertain you with, more worthy your Acceptance, 
deſiring that on Reading what our Ears have heard, we may all be quick.” 
ened, whether Miniflers or People to endeavour in all we do to henous..1 
God, that we may be of that Number, whom he will honour. 1 confeſt! 
there has been too much 875 amongſt us for a Diſcourſe of this Nature, 
to guard, and prevent Miniſters, if poſſible, as well as others fram runing 
into Immorality and Wickedneſs, which ſome have done to the great Scan. r 
dal of Religion; who for their deſpeſing of God, were lightly eſteemed.” 
However, 3 

It is with great Pleaſure that I can ſs comfortably Reflect on you, un 
Bretberen the Stated Miniſters of Chrift to his People, that you have 
with ſuch Zeal and Faithfulneſs hitherto Maintain'd and ſupported the 3 it 
Inſtitutions of our bleſſed Saviour (as they were firſt delivered to the” ſt 
Churches) in the Purity and Simplicity of em, by bearing up againſt tbe b 
Torent of Prevailing Superſtition that obtains among Men ( yea many I x, 
am confident) both Learned and Pious, who notwithſtanding do make vo | 
the Commandments of Gcd, by their Tradition, the more is tbe Pitty ; And t 
that your Behaviour ſo far as I know hath been Exemplary, and as be- | / 
comes the Goſpel of Chriſt, continue therein from your many Obligations C 
to him, particularly from the Honour and Dignity be hath beflowed, in 


'J } 

making you his Minifters, and from the happy Influence it may, and ought / x 
"4 - 

1 

4 


to have upon the Hearts and Lives of your People, for inſpiring thenz | 
with ſteady Reſolutions to labour by the Grace of G, a daily gromth in 
Knowledge and Sanitificaticn ;, that at the appearing of our Lord Jeſus, to 
whom we muſt give an Account of them, they and we may be a Corn 
and rejoycing to each other. And ſince by Reaſon cf Age moſt of us muſt _ 
bortly leave our Churches, let us all Pray, that God will ſucceed us with \ 
fuch, whom he will male Buding Rods in the Hand of our great high © 
Prieſt, that by their Uſef'tlneſs and Fruitfulneſs our Churches under 
their MiniSiry may grow and flouriſh to the lateſt Ages, as doth 
FSH , 
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1722. 
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SERMON, ſhewing, That to honour 
God, 29 Our only fare way to Honour. 


ptance, J | Hare, Y Fun 1* GUT 1 15 
> quick. From 


benous,.,1 Sam. 2. 30. For them that Honour me, I will Ho- 


San, Ho' there is ſcarcely any Thing that Man 
emed, thirſts after, more than Honour, yet 
1 it's evident to Obſervat ion, that it is his 
3 IN great Misfortune and Unhappinels (act- 
-d 76 ing by the Conduct of Natural Principles) to mi- 


o the ſtake his Way to it, which not only the Heathen 


ft the” but others in all Ages, have found by ſad Expe- 
2 rience; It being true asthe Prophet Jerimy tells us, 
And the Way of a Man is not in himſelf, that it's not in 
s be. | Man that walketh, to direct his own Steps, Wherefore, 
tions God in pure Compaſſion to ſal'n Man, has ſent his 
* beloved Son into the World to be our Prophet and 
Fr qd 17 Preſident, who has given us his Word, and glorious 
thin Nxample, as a ſtanding Rule to walk by, that like 
s, to skilful Marriners ſailing by the Co apals, we may 
4 eſcape the Rocks and Sands in our Way, and ſo Steer 
1 through the Sea of this World, that at laſt we 
high might ſafely arrive at the Port ol true Honour and 
nder Glory; and our only way thither is, doing him 
| Service to his Honour, of which the Lord has af- 
ſured us, ſaying, Them th.t honour me, I well honour, 
but on the contrary, they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be 
lightly eſteemed, | 
» Thele Words are part of a {ad Meſſage ſent from 
God to Eli his Miniſter, vwhejein he threet.ns to 
A. 3 Þu- 


” | 


puniſh, and cut off both him, and his Houſe, not. .« 


withſtanding his former and very gracious Promiſe 
to em, That they ſhould walk before him for ever, The Of 
Reaſons whereof are principally theſe Two, N 

Firft, The very Aparent and Notorious Wicked. ig 
nels of his profligate Sons, who, tho' they were 
under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to honour God, as the 
He advanc'd them to the Dignity and Honour of , 
Miniſtring before him, yet contrary both to Reli— req 
gion and Reaſon, they brake his Tote, and caſt away pe 
his Cords from them, And now like Men free to do mac 
what they pleaſe (as they Imagin'd) they abound in ing 
al manner of Impiety which a Vicious Inclination ar 
can prompt them to: They are under no Reſtraints, cn. 
nor will they ſtick at any Thing that is agreeable to 
their baſe Luſts, and for pleaſing of their unbridled; 
nd ſenuſual Appetites ; Nay, ſuch was their Con- 
tempt of God, and ſo mean was he in their Eyes, pr 
that they preter'd themſelves, and would be ſerv'd 1 

2fore him: For they, not being content with the 
liberal Portion he had a ſſign'd em for their Uſe 
and Subſiſtance, took Arbitrarily from the Sacrifices 5 
which the People brought, what they pleas'd, and 
that, before the Fat was burned on the Altar to the Lord, 
which was a bold Encroachment, and an open Inva- * 
ding their Sovereign's Right, by whoſe prepoſterous {; 
and viicked Courles, the Ofering of the Lord was ab- 
gor d, as is evident from the 12th to the 18th Verſe. 1 
Nay, they proceed further, as it in Defiance of God, 
they would Affront him to his Face; By forcing 
the Women at the very Door of the Tabernacle, as 
v. 22, The People came doubtleſs, with a Religious 
intent to worthip God, according to the Require- 
ments of his I aw, but the Prieſts neither regarded 
his Authority, nor valu'd his Favour, as they ap- 
pear'd void of all Fear, of incuring his Diſpleaſure; 
elſe {ure their Sin and Iniquity had never been ſo da- 
ring and Provoking. The 


18 


ha 


Second 


the High Way to Honour. 

Second Reaſon, Why the Lord threatens Eli, and 

his Houſe, is, he being inform'd of the horrid Crimes 

*of his two Sons, and his not uſing due Care to reſtrain 

keg, yand prevent them, which his Poſt and Power ob- 
ed. Jig d him to, It's true Eli reprov'd them, but it 

|. Fas with ſuch an Air and Gentienels, as tended ra- 
ther to an Indulging of em, being wholy void of 

2 that Zealand Sharpnels his Dignity and Chatacter 

Leli- required him to ſhew, for as he was Judge ov:'r [[racl Cho 4. 

"0 he had Power, zand as he was Prieſt, he ought to have 

Vr had Zeal for God, in employing his Power for puniſh- 

m ing ſuch bold and flagrant Siners as they were: A 

ion Are Reproof in ſuch Caſes, is not a ſufficient Dil- 

nts, charge of a Magiſtrate's or Miniſter's Duty ; bur 

e to to maze ſuch Offenders, publick Examples for a 

dled Warning to others, and more eſpecially for their 

n own Conviction and Reformation. But Fli's Re- 

yes, proofs were ſo ſoſt and void of Authority, and car- 

d ry'd ſo little Sharpneſs and Diſpleaſure in them as 


the made himſelf mean and contemptable in cheir Eyes, 

Ule according to the common Maxim, that Familiarity 

ACes breeds Contempt: For notwithſtanding his Reproot” 

and we are told in Verſe the 25th, That they hear len ed 

ord, not unto the Voice of their Father ;, No, they waxed 

Wa- worſe and worſe, and for want of Eli's preventing 

rous them, by fitting Correction and Puniſhment, the 
Ab- Lord charges the Father, with honowring his Sons le- Ver: 29. 
erſe. Yor him: Wherefore he determins to puniſh them ch. 3. :3- 
20d, | altogether, on their refuſing to Serve and Honour 
ems him, in that he ſays, and they that diſfiſe me ſhll be 
» 15 lightly eſteemed. From the Context, we ſhall lay 
oy down theſe Six Notes, all which are capable of good 
ire- 


Improvement, but my preſent Buſineſs is with my 
ced Text, therefore ] ſhallbut Name them. The 
*P- Firſt is, That when Miniſters who wait at the 
» Lord's Alter, do grow Wicked, their Sin is very 
diſhonourable, and provoking to God. 
Secondly, That wicked Miniſters, tho” they attend 
oud | at God's Alter, yrhatever their Gifts and Parts may 


4 


the love of Wine, and Women, are oftimes th 


To Honour GOd, 7 * 


be, they are taxed as being Ignorant of God and Fs 
diſowned by him for his Miniſters, The Sons of El. 
were Sons of Belial, they knew not me ſaith the Lord, 1 
12 verſe, | | 
Thirdly, That Pride, Ambition, Idleneſs, Exceſs// 
Avarice, and Uncleaneſs, the love of Money, an : 
Reigning Sins of Wicked Miniſters, as here in th q 
Sons of Eli. See Hoſea 6.8. 9. And Iſaia 28, 7.4 | 
Ch. 56. 11. Titus 1. 11. 3 
Fourthly, That there is not any Thing which. 
more directly and powerfully diſcourages true Re. ; 
ligion and Vertue amongſt the People, than the“! 
wicked Lives of their Miniſters. The Offering « 
the Lerd is then abhorred. Verſe 17. 1 
Fifthly, That a Family, Church, or Nation, i: © | 
never nearer Deſolation and Ruin, then wher | | 
Miniſters and People grow Bold and Daring in thei: © | 
Sins, and Magiſtrates neglect to Correct and Puniſh 
for their Conviction, and Reformation. | h 
Sixthly, That when Miniſter and People do grow 
Impudent in their Sins, or commit Things ſcan- 
dalous to the diſhonour of God, and the diſcoura- 
ging Religion; then for a Magiſtrate to exert ! 
himſelf with Courage and Faithfulneſs, to bear up 


againſt the Torrent of Iniquity, by a frank and 


3mpartial Adminiſtring of Juſtice, without know- | 


ing of Faces, in puniſhing as well the Sin of the ! 


don, as that of the Alien; The Lord takes it mighty 4 
Kindly, interprets it highly to his Honour, and is 


what will contribute mightily to their own Ho- 


nour. For them that honour me, (ſaith the Lord) J 
Honour, aud they that diſpiſe me ſhall be lightly Efteemed. - 
In which Words we have theſe Three Things, 
Firit, A neceſſary and important Duty, propos'd 
to every one of us, and that is, to honour God. 
'« Secondly, A Promile of great Advantage that 
will accrue thereby, which is, That God will ho- 
nour them. Them that honour me, I will honour. 


Hon- * 


d And 
F El. 


Honour is the certain and happy Fruit, (whatever 
Men think) of a due performance of the Duty. 


Thirdly, We have it enforced by a ſevere 
Lord r 


xceſs 


vhich 
1e Re. 

nN the. 
ing 00 4 


jon, i- 
wher 
thei: © 
uniſn 
h 
grow 
ſcan- 
oura- 
exert! 
ar up 
and 
now- 
F the! 
ghtyp 
nd 15 
Ho- 
rd) |. 
emed. - 
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pos'd "4 
3 
that 
ho- 
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hreatening, for he adds, and they that diſpiſe me 


pi ſhalt be lightly eſteemed, i. e. God will have no re- 
gard to em, will diſdain both them and their Of- 
ferings, and anſwerable to their Sin (that dare ei- 
ther commit it, or having Power and Right, do 
neglect to puniſh it) he will bring Deſolation and 


28. '% Miſery upon them. 


The Lord in this Threatening or Denunciation 
deſigns as in all other Threatenings of Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure, to make known and vindicate the 
Righteouſneſs of his Nature, and to reſtrain and 
p: vent Perſons from Sining againſt him, who have 


not yet entered upon a Vicious Courſe, and to re- 


duce thoſe who have Sinn'd from their Evil Ways 
and Doings The Threatning of Death in Para- 
dice was, that Adam might be ſet a greater Diſ- 
tance from the Forbidden Tree, than ever to Eat 
of the Fruit of it: This in obr Text, is, that thoſe 
who have Sinn'd, might (if poſſible) be Recover'd 
by Repentance, from their very Evil Courſes ; 
whoſe Sin the Lord reſented to ſuch a Degree, as 
to Upbraid El: and his Sons with former Kindneſs 
and Favours beſtow'd, in raiſing 'em to ſuch Dig- 
nity and Honour, as he had done; Alſo in giving 
*em Aſſurance by his Promile, that they and theirs 
ſhould be Eſtabliſhed for ever. I ſaid indeed, that 
thy Houſe, and the Houſe of thy Fathers, ſhould walk 
before me for ever, (that is) as my Stated Miniſters 
ſhould wear an Ephod, and ſerve at my Alter from 
Generation to Generation : But then upon their 
unworthy Carriage, and ill Behaviour towards him, 
you have him Declaring a Reverſe of his Promiſe, 
and Recanting his kind Intention. But now ſaith the 
Lord, be it far from me, (as it he had ſaid) your re- 
tuſing to do me Service to my Honour, which you 
were oblig'd to do; by the Honour I adyanc'd you 
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© for that Purpoſe, hath obliged me in Juſtice and": 
Honour to alter my Thought, and with ſome before pt. 
you, to make you know my breach of Promiſe, or to Are 


i Num. 14. thew both you, and the whole World, that you are 
| 


not ſuch Perſons on Proof, as I can continue in ſuch 
high Advancement, without an Injury to my Juſtice, ,, 
and departing from my Holineſs, which I can ne- 
ver do, Indeed I did ſay, that thou and thy Houſ'', 
ſhould walk before me for ever; but it was with this“ 
Provito, that you did 'me that Service and Honour 4 
your Poſt and Character requir*d, which Iſince you J 
have neglected and refuſed to do; Now be it ſar from is 


] 
Chap. 3. me, III reſerve my Favours for them whoſhall, and it. 


dilpoſe of thee and thy profligate Sons, as ſee good.“ de 
Then the Lord proceeds in the Words, to taew A 

the Reaſon of this his Proceeding with Eli and his I 

Sons, and it is what will Juſtifie him in his Proceeding * 4 

with others, in the like Caſe, and he lays it down as 

a general and ſtanding Rule ; For them that Honour 

me I will Honour, Let not any immagine, I beſtow 


H 
P 
t 
my Favours on 'em With Deſign to Indulge fem in 67 
17 
t 
te 
t 
« 
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ſelves by their ill coin d Notions, that becautel am 
zenign and Kind to'em, that therefore l muſt con- 
t5nue to be ſo, tho' they diſpiſe and diſhonour me, 
or elſe be charged with Change and Mutation. No, 
Ne, le it far from me; For them that Honour me, I will 
i 1onour, and they that deſpiſe e ſhall be lighth) eſtecmed. 4 
As if he ſhould foy, Sirs, This is what I have deter-“ 
m:ned on, as perfectly agreeable to my Nature, and 
have fix'd as à ſtanding Rule in my Word, which | 
will never recedenor depart from, but will now and 
always be cencluded by it, which is, to Eſteem Fo. 
nour, and Reward them, who in the general Courle 
of their Liie do ſerve and honour Me, and to diſ- 
eſteem, cut oſt, and punith them, who, by choyce ; 
end with allowance do Sin againſt me notwithſtand- 
ing, their high Advancement, the Sanctity of their 
Office in which they draw nigh wnto me, their wear - 

| ing 


a Courſe of Sin, neither let any encourage them 


\ q 


1 — 


e ang an Ephod, their excelling Gifts, the Aplauſes 
before bf the People, and the like, What we Obſerve 
or do, rom hence, 1s : 
Ju are C That amongſt all the Sons and 
1 ſuch b rms A 3 8 
e or Hearers, Mmitters or People, it is 
3 D oct 95 only they who ſerve and honour SOD, 
Hon, whom he will honour, The reſt ſhall 
1 this“ ö lightly eſteemed, 
our, That the Lord will honour them, and them on- 
e You ly, who ſerve and honour Pim, appears undeniably 
from om all kind of Inſtances, Heathen, ſewiſh, and Chri- 
; ſtian; What an Expreſſion of Re pect and Honour 
70 does he give Cornelius, a truly Religious Man, tho?” 
ew n Heathen ? In ſending an Angel to afſure him, 
d his {That his Prayers and his Alms came up before the 
eding Lord and were accepted by him. A mighty Favour it 
xn as had been to have had this teſtify'd to him by a 
ons Propbet or an Apoſtle, But for the King of Glory 
tow to lend one of his Noble Princes, and Royal Atten- 


m in dants from Court to aſſure him thereof, was an 


hems Honour that ſurpaſſes the Conception of Mortals, 
Tam How delpicably ſoever we may treat the poor Hea- 
con- then who in Point of Goſpel Priviliges are far ſhort 

from being on the Levil with us, yet the Impar- 
No tial LORD who judges not as Men judge will Ac- 
IJ wil Ppt them, if ſincerely Religious (in Proportion to 
med, che Light they enjoy) as St. Peter tells Us, that in 


Akts, 10 
1. 2. 3 


tor. every Nation he that fears God, and worketh Ae e, 3 4. 


nd ei Accepted: And not only ſo, but our Bleſſed 
ich 1 _*4vur Ipeaking in Favour of the Cnturian, whoſe 
and Faith in Chriſt's Power to heal his Servant, was not 
Fo. inferior to any in Iſrael ; tells us, That many ſball 
uurſe eme from the Eaſt, Weſt, North and South, ard ſir 
dif. © down with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, in the Kinndom 
of GOD, when the Children of the Nirgdom, 1. e. Perſons 
md of a quite viiferent Character and Expedtat ion 


heir Namely, Carnal and Formal; tho* Chriſtian Profel- 


eur. lors ſtall be thruft out. 
| E The 


Mat. 8. 


11.12. 
Luk. 13. 
29. 


4 Joh. 12. 
| 26, 


7; 
. Rom. 2 
7, 


Dan, 12. 


The like Inftances you have before the Law, on 
his accepting the Sacrifice of rightcous Abel. In K 
his Tranſlating devout Enoch. His ordering an Ark ne 
for upright Noah to preſerve him from the Flood, 
which was to come on the World of the Ungodly, 
How did he honour Holy Job, by teſtifying from b 
Heaven, That there was none like him in all the Earth 4 
and Lott in plucking him ſo miraculouſly from the 
Flames of Sodom, whoſe righteous Soul was vexel! 
from Day to Day with their unlawful Deeds; and fron 
his Reaſoning with Cain, If thou doeſt well ſhalt thi. 
not be accepted: It is no leſs, than if he had ſaid 1 
Yea, verily thou ſhalt be accepted; and how a grea., © 
ter Encouragement can be given to Religion anch 
Virtue, is not to be immagin'd ? 1 

Alſo among the Jews, we have Inſtances no lei 
Eminent; To what high Favour and Honour di- 
the Lord exalt Mordecai in the Courſe of his Humi 
lity and Steadineſs; David's ſincere Piety; Daniel“ 
Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs; The three Children ji - 
Courage and Conſtancy for GOD; Afeſes's Meek“ 
neſs, And Abraham's Faith ( manifeſted by hi, 
Works) who was not only called the Friend of 
GOD, but was treated as ſuch, and for his Honou! 
he is recorded, Father of the Faithful, ; 

And under the Goſpel, you have Examples n. 
leſs expreſs, and Honour ſecured to the Pious Man 
as our Lord ſaith, If any Man ſerve me, let him fol, 
low me, and where I am there ſhall my Servant be, an“ 
him mill my Father honour. To the lame purpoſe, you" 
have the Apoſtle affirming, that ſuch, who patient 
continue in well doing, ſhall be advanced to a Glor!\ 
Immortal in the Enjoyment of Eternal Life: But 1: 
is not ſo with the VVicked, they are Infamou 
while they Live, they Die without Honour ; bu 
that which is worſe by far, is, they m:ſt riſe (2 


Dauiel ſaith) to Shame and everlaſting Contempt. I. 
is not outward Pomp and Grandure, not Gift” 
and Parts, not Preaching and Propheſying, nc 
Hear 


7 ay 5 6 Dr. 


aw, on f be b 
"kg 13 earing and Communicating at the Lord's Table, 


an Ark not Priviliges or Miracles (could we work 'em) that 
Flood will Aggrandize and make us Honourable. No, it 
is mainly a Religious Life whereby we ſerve and 
godly, 25 main) : 1 
g fron glorifie God, which will crown us with Honour, 
Earth. and that will and muſt, ſince the Lord himſelf hath 
om th: undertaken for it, fſaying them that Honour me I will 
verre, honour. Beſides remember what Wiſdom affirms, 
2 which amounts to a Demonſtration of what he here 
7 promiſes, That the Righteous is more excellent than his 
% Neighbour, and he that followeth after Righteouſneſs and 
a grea. ' Mercy, ſhall find Life, Righteouſneſs and Honour, 
f Havingpremiſed this, by way of Proof, we'll now 

proceed, and do theſe Three Things. 
> Firſt, Enquire iiito the Duty, or ſhew you, when 
„we may be ſaid to honour GOD, that we be not 
- } Ignorant of that, which is of ſo great Importance 
- 1,4 CO us: 

> Secondly, Demonſtrate to you, in a few Inſtances, 
That GOD will honour them, that honour Him. 
Thiraly, Propound ſome Arguments which duly 
conſider'd may oblige us all to the Practice of a Duty 
ſo reaſonable in it ſelf, and neceſſary to us, as the 
» Honouring of God is; and then conclude with 
two or three Reflections on the whole: 
= Fiſt, We are to ſhew you, when we may be ſaid 
.3 to honour GOD, that we be not Ignorant of a Duty 
ſo incumbent on us. And here I muſt tell you, that 
our Honouring of GOD does not import, or in the 
+ leaſt ſuppoſe; that he is a defective and indigent 
Being, capable in any Reſpect of being made more 
Happy and Bleſſed than He is, by any Thing that 
we can aſcribe to, or do for Him: God honours us 
tis true, by confering ſome Excellency on us, that 
makes us better than we were before; or by calling 
us to ſome Employment which ſets us nearer to 
Cir, himſelf, as a Miniſtring in Holy Things; or in adva:.- 
cing us to ſome Dignity which entitles us to the 
Honour and Reſpett of thoſe above whoſe Levil we 
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pute him out of the World, as the Atheiſt would, 6 


0 Honour God, 77 


are rais'd by his Favour : But thus God is not cap; 
ble of being Honoured, who by his own Gloriohe 
Excellency, is exalted above all Bleſſing and Pras(% 
God cannot poſſibly be a more exalted and happffiè 
Being than he is: However we may be faid zo HGH 
nour him theſe Six ot Seven Ways: ; ** 
Firſt, When we believe him with our Hearts t? 
be what He is, and maintain ſuch Apprehenſions & 
as are ſuitable to, and worthy of him. And whe" 
with our Tongues we Acknowledge and Proclains 
his Incomparableneſs in thoſe Glorious Perfe&ions8V 
which he, and He alone poſeſſeth ; being ſuch thao 
neither Men nor Angels can fully conceive of, as bay: 
Eternity, his W1ſdom, his Power, his Omniſcience, hiWE 
Omnipreſence, his Holineſs, his Goodneſs, his Faithful AI 
neſs, his *Unchangeableneſs, and the like; I ſay to! 
maintain ſuch Apprehenſions of his Being and Per 
fections, as works in us Admiring and AdoringWt 
Thoughts, and engages our Tongue to ſing to the Ho- 
ncur of his Majeſty, and to ſpeak with Wonder of his: 
Infinitneſs and Supream Excellency, is to Honouthr. 
him with Moſes, who, full of Rapture on his behold-a 
ing the merciful and miraculous Deliverance ot his 
People, and Ruin of his and their Enemies, ſaid, 
Who is like unto thee, O Lard, among the Gods? Tho is 
like thee ? Glorious in Holineſs, fearful in Praiſes, do-Q® 
ing Wonders. And with thoſe Glorious aud 1 
phant Souls in Heaven, that ſay, Lohe ſhall not fear G 
thee, O Lord, and gleriſie thy Name, for thou ouly 1 
Holy. ; | 
Why then, To deny the Being of God, or to dis- 


* 


it he could; or to deny his Providence as many 
wicked Perſons do, and have done; of whom the 
Lord ſaid, The Iniquity of the Houſe of Iſrael and Judah 
is exceeding great, and the Land is full f Blood, and the h 


City full of Perverſneſs, for they ſay, the Lord hath for- 
faken the Farth, and the Lord ſeeth not: Or to rend! 
ſrom him any of his bleſſed Perfections, as the Ancients 1 


0 | 
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— 


— 


fare Way to Honour. 


t capM} Hrael did, and as every bold and daring Sinner 
lorioues: Or to impute to, and faſten any Character that 
Prai/i@tiefts Weakneſs and Imperfection on him, that 
happMey may take a more full Swing in their Hipocri- 
o Hal and Impious Courſes; like thoſe of Old, who 
thought he was altogether ſuch a One as themſelves, is to 
arts t Mpiſe and diſhonour him. | 
nfion; 2 Secondly, We may be ſaid to Honour the Lord, 
wheWhen from Admiring Thoughts of his Superlativneſs 
oclainWe beſtow on him our choice and ſoverign Aﬀettions, 
AiondOving him for his own Excellence and Amiableneſs 
more than all, and all Things for and in Subordi. 
tion to himſelf; to Love him ſo as to ſet him 
gheſt in our Eſteem, to Reckon upon him as our 
Il, and to Account of all other Things how ex- 
lent ſoever, as nothing at all in Compariſon of 
im; demanding with the Pſalmiſt, whom have I in 
eaven but thee, or on Earth that I deſire beſides thee, 
hen Love excites us to the Obedience of his Com- 
of higfhands, to yield up our choiceſt Enjoyment, as A- 
lonourbraham his Iſaac, a Sacrifice to his Pleaſure, and to a 
ehold-patient Suffering for his ſake; when we delight in, 
d defire the Knowledge of him, more than that 
df Arts and Science, and to enjoy him, rather than 
the moſt valuable Things on Earth; when Love 
ſpoſes us, thankfully to mention his Goodneſs, and 
d celebrate his Praiſes for his marvelous Works in 
reation, Redemption, and Providence, we ſhall with 
uly art the People in our Saviour's Day, who oblerving with 
Wonder, the Pumb to ſpeak, the Maimed to be whole, 
to diſ-ihe Lame to walk, and the Blind to ſee, glorify'd the 
vould, God of Iſrael, i, e. They aſcribed the Virtue and Power 
many @ theſe Miraculous and Benificial Operations to h's 
m the Mn Hand and Grace, and ſpeak of them with I ove 
Judah Wd Thankfulneſs, and ſo they are ſaid to Glorite 
nd the Hm. | 
th for- Why then it foliows, to love any thing more than 
) rend god, as many do, even their Swine and Swinith Luſts, 
"cients the Heat and Power whereof, they wallow in 
Ti the 
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and given us by any Inferiour to himſelf; To deny 


To honour God, is 
the Puddle and Filth of Sin and Corruption, as the 
Apoſtate ; To have no Value for God, or ſo low an 
Eſteem, as to labour the Knowledge of other Things, 
to prefer 'em above, and deſire the Enjoyment off 
em, more than him, as the Hipocrite does; or with 
the Ignorant Rabble and Prophane Crew, 140 - ſay® 
wnto God, depart from us; and what is the Almighty, 
that we ſhould ſerve him? Or with Pharoah, who i ea 
Lord that I ſhould obey him; Or when we give the 
Praiſe and Glory of thoſe Benefits and Favours he) 
has beſtowed on us to another, as Iſrael did unto 
their Idols ; or to Interpret them the Fruit of our 
own Exploits, Wiſdom and Sagacity, is to diſpiſef 
and diſhonour God. 0 


4 
- 
4 
— 1 


o 


Thirdly, When we worſhip and ſerve him only, 
and that according to the Rule he hath given us in- 
his Unerring Word, renouncing all Preſcripts devis'd, bo 
all other Beings as the Object of our Worſhip, whe-$ 
ther Saints or Angels, Pope or Potentate, or whate- ag 
ver elſe Men have Adored through Ignorance, or the eq. 
Power of Superſtition, and to govern our ſelves there. 77 
in wholy by the Directions he himſelf hath given1.q 
us, is to yeild him a Homage to his Honour; as Hun 
thereby we declare him to be the moſt Excellent and ou 
Worthy Being: For Men rarely Worſhip any Per- til 
ſon or Thing but what they account moſt Worthy in rd. 
it ſelf, or Beneficial to them: Alſo to refuſe toſhot 
Worſhip him in any other Way than that he himſelſſher 
hath preſcribed in his Word, is to praiſe his Wiſdom, och. 
and to Proclaim him, and him only wile enough-to mo- ed 
del his own Service, andto provide for his own Glory.yy E 

But on the contrary, to Worſhip any other beſidesſthe 
the Lord, is a flat Violation of his Command, toFuln, 
{et the Idol in the Throne, and to ſay to the eve!\P]ea 
bleſſed God, fit thou here on the Foot-ſtool of a lot-hyhe 
tiſn and ſenſleſs Creature; This is highly to deſpiſe em: 
him. And as for others, who profeſſedly admit of nq; heſe 
other Object of their Worſhip than God himſelf to th 
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Alter, that which he commanded them not; Nor did he 1. 2. 3. 


our ſure Way to Honour. 


et to ſerve him by any other Rule, or in any other 
anner, than what he hath appointed in his 
ord, tho” it be after the Dictate of the moſt 
iſe and Learned in the World, is a fouler Slight 
aſt upon him, than by thoſe who Worſhip an Idol 
hrough Ignorance of the true God : Asitis anIm- 
zeachment of his Wiſdom, tocharge his Knowledge 
ith a Defect; nay, to impute Ignorance to him, 
nd ſo render him leſs fi: to frame a Service for his 
onour, and leſs worthy to direct what's to be done 
nd offered to him, than the Learned Rabbies and 
elebrated Doctors are ſuppoſed to be, But this is 
ch an Affront and Diſparagement that he will ne- 
er put up with Silence, He hath reſented it; 
hen he ſo ſeverely puniſh'd the bold and ſau- : 
y, Adventure of Nadab and Abihu in doing at his Lev. 10. 


- 


"2 


„ 


3 
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n Expreſs Terms ever forbid their doing what they Ch. 6. 12. 
lid in bringing ſtrange Fire thereto. But their Sin 
as, their not doing what the Lord expreſsly requi- 
ed, which was that the Hollowed Fire on the Alter 
ould be kept burning continually which they by Ne- 
let and Careleſſneſs let out; and then without 
umble Enquiring of God for Direction how they 
hould Act in ſo difficult and dangerous a Caſe, they 
f their own Head bring common Fire, without his 
Order, which was ſuch a Preſumption they could 
ot Account for; nor what he could bear with, 
herefore with Fire from Heaven he deſtrohed em 
wth. Alſo, he doth reſent it, telling us by our Bleſ- 
ed Saviour, That in Vain do ye Worſhip me, who teach Mat. 15 
or Dottrin the Commandments of Men. It was neither 9. 
he Innocency, the Decency, or tlie ſuppoſed Uſe- 
ulneſs of the Traditions of the Elders, that could 
Plead them Guiltleſs. And he will refeut it, and 
hether he will not punith it, when he comes to- 
demand of them, as by the Prophet, Who bath required 1g, 2. 
he ſe Things at yuur Hands, well becomes many in time 12 
o think ot, wiomay know they muſt one Day account 
for 


Ver. 12. 
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To Honour God, is | 
for it unto Him, whofe Authority they have ſlightWed, 
ed, in preſuming to Chriſten their own Invention hr 
by the Name of Chriſt's Ordinances, and juſtle ouff&xcit 
any of his InfFitutions to make Way for their own{np! 
or for the Traditions of their Fathers, if defended and 
ſupported by them: And when they come to haveGom 
a View of the Miſchievous Effects of their Preſump- 
tion, in running almoſt the whole World into Super- 
ſtition, and Contempt of God and his Word, they] 
will notwithſtanding their Celebrated Wiſdom ac 
count themſelves Fools, for Invading his Right, and 
Reject ing his Word. But 5 
Fourthly. We honour God, when we Conform to 
him in the Whole of our Life and Converſation 1 
When with Foſeph, we will not, we dare not Sin on 
any Account whatever; but do adher to him ſo 
as actually to devote our ſelves to his Service, by or 
dering our Lives that they may be, as becometh th: 
Goſpel ;, Expre ſſive ot an Imitation of Chriſt our great 
and glorious Example, and are conformable to hin 
in Acts of Mercy, Juſtice, and Piety; It is by ſincere® 
and Unblameable Holineſs Dilligence in Duty, and 
Patience in Suffering, that we ſhall beſt glorifie God, $0c 
our ſelves, and eccaſion others ſo to do. On theit Miſ 
ſeeing his Grace that's beſtowed on us, is not in vain, WM 
lays Chriſt, Let your Lights ſo ſhine before Men, that in. 
they may ſee your good Works, and glorifie your Father H 
which is in Heaven, And the Apoſtle in Terms moſtPY' 
engaging, Addreſſes himſelf to the Chriſtians, as, Bit: 


Pet. 2. Dearly Beloved, I beſeeeh you, as Strangers and Pilgrims," 


abſtain frem fleſhly Luſts which war againſt the Soul, ha- N. 
ving your Converſation hone ſt among the Gentiles, that U.. 
whereas they ſpeak again#t you as evil doers, they may ) * 
your good Wor ks which tley ſhall behold, glorifie God in|, 
the Day of Viſitation. Holineſs of Heart and Lite, Ne 
is that whereunto he choſe us before the Founda- 
tion of the World, Ephes. 1.4. To this, He who is 
Holy hath called Us, 2 Per. 1. 3. And all the 
Digruties and Honours to which a People is Advan- 


a 
al 
d 
| 


our ſure Way to Honour. 


Shit ed, is that they ſhould play the Lord s Virtues, 
| r ſhew forth his Praiſes, 1 Pet, 2. 9. : To this he 
on @xcites us by the powerful Motive of his own Ex- 
wngynple 1 Per. 15. 16.: Nay without it he has fairly 
andſpld us, that We nor no Man ſhall /ee bis Face wit 
1aveBomfort. Heb. 12. 14 All which is a ſufficient 
mp-Hdication, that by Holineſs of Life we honour God; 

perWhich our Lord Jeſus confirms, ſaying, Heyely is 
hey Father glorify'd that ye bring forth much Fr uit. 

ac hn 15. 8. \ 

and Why then, it is moſt certain, that Looſer uk and 
rofanity of Life, is both a departing from, an a 
m to@ſhonouring of God, and the more Perſons are 
ion Wlvanc'd either in Church or State (if wicked) the 
n onfireater is their Slight, tho' perhaps their Sin may be 
n ſo ls liable to Reproof, as the Power of Magiſtrates 


or / luperior to that of others, and Men care not by 
 thil edling to bring down the Governour's Diſpleaſure 
rreat{pon *em : Their Power, ('tis true) may at preſent 
him Hield 'em a Protection from the Puniſhment of their 


icere hin, but not from the Shame and Cenfure of it: 
and ind if they be Miniſters, as they are ſet neaſeſt to 
God Bod, their Sin of all others, is moſt Scandalous a, 
their! liſchie vous, as thereby Men by Troops and Pa- 
vain Wſhcs are by degrees ſtumbled and betrayed into 
that ö n. As the Lord by Malachi, tells us, who ſpeak- 
ar her g to the Prieſts of his Day, he tine them both 
moſtHundly and plainly with their Sin, and the ſad 


„ as, Effe ds of it, ſaying ye ave departed cut of the Way, gc Ma 1. 4 


rims ve cauſed many to Stumble at the Law, ye bave C- 
| ha-f pted the Crvenant of Levi, ſaith the Lord Hi 
h t Vere fore have I made you conte mptable and baſe bet 

ay byf the People, 

od in|, Whoſe Example and Practice could ever have 
Lite, Þ:courag 'd and immers'd the People in Sin, like 
4 bh at of H phni and Phineas? And how 1s it 5 be 
ho is Tamented, that too frequently we have ſcen and 
the Heard of many of that Character(not Exciud nx ſome 


Ivan- 
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the Firſt Form) us well as Profefling Chriſtians of 
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are too many among Profeſſing Chriſtians, of who 


Rom. 2. me Excellent, are confident they are Guides to the Bliry 


26 Verſe. 


To Honour God, is | 
a lower Rank prophanely Swearing by the mo 
Sacred Name, and that in Places of the greatef 
Concourſe, reeling Drunk in the Streets, and afſem 
bling *emſelves at the Harlot's Houſes ; What 
deep Wound do Men of ſuch Practices give to thay 
Honour of God, and what Contempt do they pou 
on him, who, when he pleaſes can pierce em wit! 
his Dart, and cruſh *em, as a Moth is cruſhed by 
the Foot. I ſay by Wickedneſs of Life, all forts 
Men, but more eſpecially Miniſters do diſhonow 
God, ſink the Eſteem of him in the World, ai 
thereby become an Occaſion to others to Reproach 
and Blaſpheme him. As St. Paul obviates, ſpeals 
ing ot the Jewiſh Doctors, like unto whom the 


it may be ſaid, They know his Will, approve Things th; 


\ 


a Light to them which are in Darknefs, Inſtructori go 
the Fooliſh, n ho teach others but not themſelves, th yy 
Preach a Man ſhall not Steal, commit Adultry, hac 
commit Sacralidge and do the ſame Things themfelu 
Or Things equally Foul; Such therefore may kno) 
(whether Conformiſts or Non- conformiſts) th 
their Boaſts may be Imgh of Law aud Learniry 
t preugh their breaking the Law, Got is diſhonoured; 14 
by ſuch Means his Name is Blaſphemed among ti 
Gentiles, and their Circumciſion is made Uncircus 
ciſion. to 

Fifthly, We honour God, when we are Zealci 
to keep up his Authority, and do maintam a Rev? 
rentivl Fſteem of him, in thoſe, over whom he 14 
y his Providence ſet us; to exerciſe good Dil: 
plin in a Family, Church, or Nation, by the Maſt! 


Miniſter or Magiſtrate, approving ,. and praiſ Ch 
: 


them who do well for their Encouragemeit ;.iW a ( 
ro expreis Zeal, nut only in Reproving, but UW} ow 
due Correcting the Notorious and Wicked, wolf Co 
Leepthe Name of God from Reproach, and adv anc 
L's Renour: But thicn the Superiour muſt take 15 Sti! 

8 


our ſure Way to Houour. 


rial Care, that he Corrects not in Paſſion, but wiſely 

deſigning thereby the Honour of God, the Coviction 
and Reformation of the Offending Party; and if ſo, 
Mt is very far from being a Fault in a Superior to be 
angry at the Follies, Indecencies, and Contemptuous 


tho' it may be, fooliſh and wicked Servants may im- 
pute the juſt Correction they receive for their 
Faults to their Maſters Paſſion and Severity; but 
ſuch Imputations muſt not weaken their Hands, 
nor cauſe their Zeal for God to abate. Zinri and 
Cusby's impudent appearing in the Cemp, and Phy- 
neas the Son of Eliezar being aware of them, takes 
a Javelin in his Hand, went into the Man's Tent, 
and thruſts them both through the Body there with 
in the very Act of their God diſhonouring Sin, which 
Expreſſion of his Zeal and Juſtice was ſo pleaſing to 
God, that he ſtayed the Plague, and turned away his 
Wrath from the Children of Iſrael, Which before 
had flain four and twenty Thouſand of them, And 
no doubt but this Zeal for the Jord work'd fuch 
an Aw and Reverence in the People, as reſtrained 
em from thoſe Evi! Courſes whereby they had 10 
highly provoked him. But the contrary Tem- 
per in Eli made God too cheap and mean in the 
Eyes of his flagitious Sons, in that they durſt in 
Contempt of him, carry their Sins aud Impicties 
to ſuch a Height as they did, and therefore he re- 
ſolves to plead his own Cauſe ana maintain his Bo- 
'F nour by Puniſhing the Wicked Sons with the h1dul- 
ging Father (who otherwiſe was a good Man) but 
p notwithſtanding that, you may gueſs what. fad 
any Work a want of Zeal for God makes in a Family, 
Church, or Nation, For prevention whereof, What 
a Glorious Inſtance of Zeal for God, have we, in 
our Sovereign Lord the King, by his late Order in 
wol Councel, to put a Stop to that Scene of Iniquity, 
iv and for breaking up that Impious Aſſembly, wh 
ke sy Stiled themi::ivs the He!-Fire Clubb, which co:fitt- 
+>: B 2 ed 


Behaviour of thoſe under his Care and Charge; 
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enough, to employ the power God has entruſteFi 


Ecrlef, 8, ainſt an evil Deed, therefore their Heart is fully {A 


To Honour God, is 


ed ſure of the moſt bold and audacious Sinners than 
anyAgoin the Worldever produced: In whichWorfGen 
let us all pray, that his Royal Hands may be ſtre gti wi 
ened, for carrying on a Reformation, and for prevent hat 
ing Impending Judgment from falling on our Land go e 

But p' ain it is, that Superiors of what Kind ſos Wo 
ver who negleC: Diſcipline for diſcountenancing and 
{uppreſſing of Sin, have neither Zeal nor Honeſty 


'em with for reſtraining bold aud contemptuouf 
Sinners, and fo they diſhonour him; as by the 
Neglect: Wicked Men take Encouragment to Sit 
more freely againſt him, according to the Wiſe Man'Scc: 
Obſervation, Becauſe dentauce ls not ſpeedily Execute 


in them to do Evil. But whence is it that Mew 
grow thus Vooliſh and Deſperate ? It is from the Hu 
Ruleis Neglect to Correct and Puniſh, as Solomurhf e 
Phraſes it. A Ruling over another to his Hurt. SuclHo 


Vorie 9. an Indulgence in Governours renders God's Or c 


dinance Vain, who are deſigned to be a Terra 
to Evil Doers; And they are pernicious to the RuWire 
led Party, which made him to fay at another TimeMun' 
7 oat to ſpare the Red, is to ſpoil the Child. the 

Sith, LY honour God, is to be ready on all Piouſpyt 
andCharigablcOccaſiors that prelent,liberaly toCom- |! 
municate of our Wealth and] reaſure,which as a Tal hit! 
ant he has put into our Hands for that purpoſe. WithSpac 
plcaſure, I often think of that 1 nparralel'd ConteſtÞnd 
between David and Aurawnah, whether the King oro « 
Lubject was more generous 0: tle. two: Dar id comes Hoy 
to Auramnch and propofes tu try bis Thieſhins. Flor tit | 
iid an After untothe IL. rd to whom Ayrannab fail, the 
Let my Lord the Ring take aud offer up what ſeemeth go Foc 
ito him. BH here be Oxca for burnt S crifices, andho! 


1 Threjutng I. ſt. umenis aud other IiStruments of the Oxc pre, 
27 27. 100d. All theſe did Auratnah ike a King frank y th 


offer, and his Heart went into the Bargain too; For Davy 
ne adds, and the Lord thy Cod accept thee. 1oÞf? 


1: 


| our ſure Way to Honour. 

than which David replys, expreſſing Piety and 

VorfGenerofity ; Nay, but Iwill buy it ef thee at à Price, 

igth will not offer hurnt Offerings unto the Lord my God, of 

vent@hat which coſts me nothing. They both knew, that 

and do employ their Wealth for the Support of God's 

| fo: AVorſhip, and encourage Religion, was to do him 

> an Honour. As it is alſo, in relieving the Diſtreſſed, 

neſt ind ſupplying the Wants of the Poor, as our Abi- 

uſteYitys will admit, Hereby we ſhall reſemble the e- Ads, 10. 

ruorer bleſſed Jeſus, who ment about doing good; Nay, 38. 

theiſwe ſhall imitate God in the moſt benificial Attributes 

o Süßpt his Mercy and Goodneſs, by which Means we ſhall 

Van ſpccaſion Honour, and many Thankſgivings to God, as 

cute nany may from the Benefits they receive, with 

ly ſelfhoſe in our Saviour's Day; glorifie the God of Iſracl. 

Mes For which purpoſe Solomon preſſes it upon us Ciying, Prov. 3. 

the Hanour the Lord with thy Subſtance, and the firſt Fruts 9. 

2morlhf all thine Incre aſe. There is no better Way of 

Such Hlonouring the Lord with our Treaſures, than by 

; Or cheerful depoſiting them for the Support of his 

erroWorſhip, and ſuſtaining his Poor. Therefore Paul 

Ru lirects his Son Timothy to charge them who were Rich 1 

"1meMunder hisCare)to be richin good Works. And he exhorts 16. 
the Hebrews tobe mindful of, and fruitful therein, as 

iouoſpy their doing good and communicat ing, God is well pleaſed, 

m- But on the contrary, for ſuch whom God hat]: 

Talntruſted with Earthly Riches, and put into a Ca- 

W ithFpacity of Miniſtring for the Support of Religion, 

uteſt nd performing good Offices for the benefit of others, 

1g ot Ko employ 'emſelves from low earthly Principles 

omes how they may ſecure it in their Cheſts, or increats 

-0 tot by Uſury, refuſing to do good with it, while 

fail, they have Power in their Hands; Jam ſure. from 

1200;Fxo0d Grounds it canot be concluded, that ſuch do _ 

5, 414honour God, ſince Wiſtlom tells us, Th i he who G e 15s 

Oxcnreſſeth the Poor diſpiſeth his Maler, bur he that higoure Sts 

ink y eh him, b:th Mere on the Por. And our bleiſed Mar. C. ;. 

For Paviour intimates, that {ich who prefer the Inte reſt 1 

10:Þf Mammon above the Intereſt antHovuur of Gol,do 
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To Honour God, is 


rage and reproach him. But notwithſtanding allied : 
that has been ſaid, if we would honour God infÞs or 
what we do, we muſt in the may 
Seventh, and Jaſt Place, Do all in the Name oifpos'' 
Chriſt, or never expect Acceptance with him, For Se 
ſo imperfett are we at beſt and defettive in the Ser. will 
vice we do, that he can never Approve it but a&vhi 
Preſented to him, in the Merrit and Worthyneſ&Fou 
of his Immaculate «Son, in whom only he was, aniShe! 
is well pleaſed. The Perfection of his Purity, ſetdo 
him at the greateſt Diſtance from Sin. Me cannuy I 
look upon Iniquity. The leaſt Flaw in our Duties Ac 
would cauſe him to reject *em, and caſt 'em as DungFhin 
into our Faces; Whereas to look for the AccepMent 
tance of our Perſons and Services with Ged, alongw! 


Mat. 16. in Chriſt, who is our only conſecrated way to thiygiv 


2 
Heb. 


A 


3 


13. 


15 


Father, is to acknowledge his adorable Holineſs, ana to 
his rich and abundant Grace towards us, by which wi 


Eph. 1. 6, Means he will be greatly Honoured, who hath mad * 


us Accepted in the Beloved. = 5 
Vain then it muſt be in the higheſt Degree, i fre 
all that adher to the Church ot Rome, and act by hei an 
Dictate, as ſhe preſſes upon 'em the uſe of morg 
Mediators with God, than the Lord Jeſus, evei 
Saints, and Saints of their own Making too (tuch a 
they are) in their Name and Worthineſs they goj 
and prelent their Offerings unto God; And if they © 
happen to have neither Name nor Merrit with him h 
(as we may beſure they have not) how great will thei r 
Diſapointment be? Nay, it is a Queſtion, whethefI © 
many of their Saints have any Room in Heaven ! 
and are not rather Inhabitants of the Regions d. ; 


Darkneſs, where they are Blaſpheming, and not In 
vocating the God of Heaven: Beſides what a mani 
teſt Slight and Diſparagement do they caſt upo: 


1 Tim 2. Chriſt, the One and only Mediator between God di 


4 
4 © 


Alan, who diſpiſe him, in uſing other lyterceſſors t 
God; and in this Reſpect we cannot diſhonour th: 
Son, but we diſhonour the Father, as be hath Santti 


fi 


our ſure Way to Honour. 


g allied and Accepted him, yea and is well pleaſed with 
d ins only in him. Thus 1 have ſhew'd you when we 
may be ſaid to honour God; which is the Duty pro- 
ne oifþos'd. proceed, 7 

For Secondly, To enquire into the happy Fruit that 
Ser. will accrue unto all who duly perform the Duty, 
ut aFvhich is a receiving Honour from God, and to ſhew 
yneſ&Fou in ſome Inſtances, where God will Honour 
5, ani them that Honour him, which he will not fail to 

„ ſetFdo in theſe four Particulars at leaſt, 
anni Fir, He will take them into his Eſteem, highly 
uties Account of them, and accordingly will manifeſt 
DungJhimſelf unto em; Adopt them into his Hoult, 
ccepMentertain and treat 'em with his Love, fit down 
along with 'em at his Table, make his Abode with 'em, 
to th give em to taſte of the Sweetneſs of his Fruit, and 
, andJto drink of the Rivers of his Pleaſures, whereby he 
vhich will fill them with Delight and Joy, and ſettle **m 
made under the Signals of his Favour in a firm Beliet. | 
That they are bleſſed who dwell in his Houſe, asthere- PHI. 2. 
e, ii from Communion with him, they will continue to bleſs 4, 
: 


y hell and praiſe bim. 
mon] Amongſt Men we know it is no ſmall Honour to 


ever be a Prince's Favorite, to walk and talk with him, 
ch aff to know his Secrets, to be the Subject of his moſt 
y gaß tender Regard, to have his Ear open to all their 


f the: 
him 


Suits, and to receive frequeut and ſpecial Tokens of 
his Love ; How will ſuch think themſelves Honou- 
thei red, Nay, who will not Honour ſuch a Man? WI y 
ethefJ even thus, wili God honour them that honour him; 
aven He will ſet them on High, within the Views of his .. 
ns ci Glory, behs/dinz the Land wiich is afar of, and is the * 


: f ä E 
ot Inu Lott of their Inhericauce, uchi Jhall kiow his Se— 


mani crets. he will Unboſom himſeif to em, as our Lord 
upon to his Diſciples for their Inſtruttion and Comfort. Pſa, 26 
4 A He will regard em as tle Appie:f bs Eye. All their. 14. 


ors tu Suites ſhall be granted, and by his Favour tei, Hen 
ir thY hall be Exaited. Men may think as meanly as they 
dancti pleaſe ofa Religious Lite, but its cet taiu that a fin- 
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15, his rich and abundant Grace towards us, by whic 
Eph, 1. 6, Means he will be greatly Honoured, who hath mads 


To Honour God, is 


rage and reproach him. But notwithſtanding allied 
that has been ſaid, if we would honour God inſps 01 
what we do, we muſt in the may 
Seventh, and laſt Place, Do all in the Name epos 
Chriſt, or never expect Acceptance with him, For Se 
ſo imperfett are we at beſt and defective in the Ser. wil! 
vice we do, that he can never Approve it but agvhi 
Preſented to him, in the Merrit and Worthyneſgpou 
of his Immaculate «Son, in whom only he was, aniFhe: 
is well pleaſed. The Perfection of his Purity, ſetiſdo 
him at the greateſt Diſtance from Sin. Hie cannay 1 
look upon Iniquity. The leaſt Flaw in our DutiegAc 
would cauſe him to reject 'em, and caſt em as Dunghin 
into our Faces; Whereas to look for the Accepſſent 
wi 


Father, is to acknowledge his adorable Holineſs, and 


us Accepted in the Beloved. - 
Vain then it muſt be in the higheſt Degree, ii 
all that adher to the Church of Rome, and act by hel an 
Dictate, as ſhe prefſes upon 'em the uſe of mon 
Mediators with God, than the Lord Jeſus, eveiſ be 
Saints, and Saints of their own Making too (ſuch ai tc 
they are) in their Name and Worthineſs they gojy te 
and prelent their Offerings unto God; And if the? 
happen to have neither Name nor Merrit with him! 
(as we may beſure they have not) how great will thei! 
Diſapointment be? Nay, it is a Queſtion, whethe? 
many ot their Saints have any Room in Heaven 
and are not rather Inhabitants of the Regions dd 
Darkneſs, where they are Blaſpheming, and not Ins 
vocating the God of Heaven: Beſides what a mani e 
teſt Slight and Diſparagement do they caſt up, 


1 Tim 2. Chriſt, the One and only Mediator between Cod ail 


85 
. 


Alan, who diſpiſe him, in uſing other Interceſſors iſ 
God; and in this Reſpect we cannot diſhonour thi 
Son, but we diſhonour the Father, as be hath Santi 


fi 


our ſure Way to Honour. 2 | 


ig allfed and Accepted him, yea and is well pleaſed with 
od inſps only in him, Thus 1 have ſhew'd you when we 
may be ſaid to honour God; which is the Duty pro- | 
ne ofþos'd, I proceed, b 
For f Secondly, To enquire into the happy Fruit that | 
> Ser. will accrue unto all who duly perform the Duty, | 
ut g hich is a receiving Honour from God, and to ſhew | 
yneſFou in ſome Inſtances, wherei:; God will Honour 
s, an them that Honour him, which he will not fail to 
„ ſetz do in theſe four Particulars at leaſt, 
rann Firs, He will take them into his Eſteem, highly 
utieYAccount of them, and accordingly will manifeſt 
Durghimſelf unto 'em; Adopt them into his Hoult, 
ccepFentertain and treat em with his Love, ſit down 
along with 'em at his Table, make his Abode with 'em, 
to th give em to taſte of the Sweetneſs of his Fruit, and 
3, andJto drink of the Rivers of his Pleaſures, whereby he 
»hich will fill them with Delight and Joy, and ſettle 'em 
made under the Signals of his Favour in a firm Beliet. | 
That they are bleſſed who dwell in his Houſe, asthere- Pſil. 24, | 
e, ii from Communion with him, they will continue to bleſs 4, | 
y Hei and praiſe him. ; 
mor Amongſt Men we know it is no ſmall Honour to | 


erei be a Prince's Favorite, to walk and talk with him, 
ch aff to know his Secrets, to be the Subject of his moſt 
y goſh tender Repard, to have his Ear open to all their 
"theY Suits, and to receive frequent and ſpecial Tokens of 
him his Love; How will ſuch think themſelves Honou— 
thei red, Nay, who will not Honour ſuch a Man? Why 
ethel even thus, witli God hovour them that honour him; 
wen He will ſet them on High, within the Views of his | 

- oF Glory. behs/dinzs the Land which is afar ff, and is the Tha. 23. 
118 op VE) 1 : 5 „5 And 18 . 1. 2 
5t In8 Lott of their Iiheritance, fuch Jhall know his Se- 


many crets. He will Uubotom himſeif to *em, as our Lord 
to his Diſciples for their Inſtruction and Comfort. pr 

He will regard em as the Apple f hs Eye. All their 14. 
Suites ſhall be grate, and by his Favour tuci Hen 4 
r th ſhall be Exaited. Men may think as meanly as they enn 24 
a pleaſe of a Religious Life, but it is certain that a fin- 
cc 


0 Honour God, 175 


prog. 12. Cre Application to Duty is the direct Way to Ho- 
F. ©nour, as it will raiſe us high in the Account of God, 
Rom. 14. yea, and of Men alſo; And Wiſdom which is but 
| 15. another Name for Religion tells us, that length of 
ro. 3* Dais is in her right Hand, and in her left hand Riche: | 
aud Honour. 


1a, gr, tection from all Evil, and a fignal Deliverance out 
14, oOf aparent and eminent Dangers, into which he ſuf- 
fers tooliſh Sinners, who diſpiſe and diſhonour him, 

to ſivk with Horror: Hereby, he diſt inguiſhes be- 

'al. 3. 2. tween thoſe that ſerve him, and thoſe that ſerve him not. 
For Majeſty to put forth the Royal Hand, and to 
1:terpoſe himſelf in a Perilous Time for ſaving his 


LC. rs. I hus he delivered the three Children from the burn- 
25. 2. ing Fiery, Furnace; Noah from the Deluge that 
4 came upon the World of the Ungodly, by order- 
>. pet 2. ing him an Ark; and Lott, whoſe Riglteous Soul was 
| - yg, wexed frem Day to Day, with the Abominations of the 
Sodomites, was ſav'd from thoſe Showers of Fire 
which fell on thoſe Cities, and deſtroyed them with 
their Inhabitants ; While Lot was in Danger the 


Reverence be it ſpoken) his Hands are tyed up, 
that he cannot Inflict his juſt Judgments on the 
Wicked, until his Faithful Servant was out of the 
den 19. Reach of 'em : for ſays he, haſte thee, eſcape, fer J 
el: 22. cannot do any Thing untill thou be c:me thither, i. e. to 
Zoar (the City of Safety) as if he had ſaid, It is 
| not conſiſtent with my Honour to deny the Protec- 
1 tion and Deliverance, ſince thou by bearing a 
\F taithfu! Teſtimony againſt chis wicked Generation, 
l haſt honoured me. Lea 
| Thirdly, God doth not only protect and deliver 
» > *S:thete his Favourites, from eminent Danger, but he 
{0me- 


Sec:ndly, God will Honour ſuch with a ſure pro- ; 


Servant, is an Honour indeed; Why thus, the Lord | 
p. -otetted and ſaved Daniel in, "and from the Lion's- | 
Denn, and the cruel Expectation of the Princes of | 
Babilon who became his Enemies without Cauſe ; | 


Lord could not proceed with his Enemies, No, (with 


| ſom 
Ho 
for 
var 


our ſure Way to Honour. 


ſometimes advances them to fgreat Excellency and 
| Honour in this World; as they are beſt qualified 
| for it, ſo he has ſignaliz'd his Regard for em in ad- 
2 vancing them to it. Thus Joſeph was highly ad- 
* yanc'd in Egypt. Daniel in Babilon. The three Chil- 48 49. 

dren over the Provinces, Thus Mordecai was ad- Heſt. 6. 
vanced by Ahaſuerus and David in 1ſrael. I confeſs ?* e 12. 


it is not always ſo ; Sometimes, yea often, the moſt 
Excellent of the Earth are laden with Contempt, 
rendred Deſpicable, by the unjuſt Imputations and 
Reproaches of the Wicked, and are accounted with 
St. Paul, and his Companions 
Things. Well tho it be ſo, let the truly Religious 
hold up the Head, it will not always be ſo; it's 


not long Cer the Storm will be over, and the Skies 
clear up; then ſhall they be ſet in a true Light, and 
appear Excellent and Honourable ; as is Intimated 
by the Pſalmiſt, ſaying, Tho' ye have lien among the 


Potts, i. e. been laid aſide as a Thing of Naught, 
cover'd with Dirt and Obloquy, and accounted Vile 
and Baſe, it ſhall not always be ſo, No, tho ye have 
lien among the Potts, yet ſhall ye be as the Wings of a 
Dove covor'd with Silver, and her Feathers with yellow 
Gold. Shortly they ſhall ſhine as Stars in the Fir- 
mament, being ſuch whom the King delighteth to 
Honour, þ 

Fourthly, The Lord will Honour them, when he 
appears Glorious for their fake, to take them Perſo- 
naly to himſelf, as a Husband doth his eſpouſed 
Wife. Thus when a Prince and Bridegroom appears, 
there is none among the Daughters, 10 Honourable as 


to Court, where ſhe appears Ifluſtrious and truly 
Honourable : Why even fo, the Lord will appear 
according to his Promiſe, and receive all his Ser- 
vants to himſelf, and take them with him into Hea-— 
ven thoſe bliſsfull Regions, where he is no] prepa- 
ring . Manſions, and Apartments for them, WOrD 

hen 


en. 41. 


38 to 45. 
Dan. 2, 


the Offscouring of all! 


25 


Cor. 4. 
7. 


the Bride and Princeſs; Not only as her Lord the Pia. 45. 
King has taken her to himſelf, but has brought her 14. 15. 


To Honour God, tis 


when done, and they are ready, he will come in 
Perſon, with a Train of Glorious and Puiſant Angeli, 
to fetch *em to the Glory they are Entitled to, and 
prepared for; where they ſhall not only ſee his 
Glory, but dwell and abide for ever with Him- 
Then ſhall all Contempt be wiped off, all Ruſt be le- 
perated from em; and they who were as Seed ſown 
in Diſgrace ſhall grow up, and be advanc'd to a 


Throne of Immortal Honour, be Crown'd with a | 


Royal Diadem, cloath'd with a Glory more bright | 


than the Sun in the Firmament, inherit a Kingdom, | 


be ranged among op honourable Ones, to live in 
his Preſence : And ifFthis be not true Honour I know | 
not what is? What, to be Courtiers, and Atten- ö 
dants on him who is King of Kings; Nay, to lie in 
his Boſom, as his moſt Dearly Beloved, is Honour 
indeed : Why ſuch Honour bath all the Saints; and if 
all that we have ſaid is true, tis enough ſure. I there- | 
fore paſs in the ö 
Third Place, To enforce the Duty by ſome Rea- 
ſons which duly Conſider'd will not fail to obtain our | 
Compliance with what is ſo reaſonable in it Self and | 
neceſſary to us, as the Honouring ot God is, and from | 
what hath been ſaid, we need not be long on this 
Head. But g F 
1ſt, We ſtand Obliged to honour God from the | 
undeſolvable Ties we have to him, as we are his] 
Creatures. He made us for that End, and he made 
us capable of ſo doing: Hence the Royal Prophet 


3. 3. God, it is he that hath made us, and not we our ſelves; 
We are his People and the Sheep of his Paſture; Un re- 
fore, enter into his Gates with Thaukſoivirg, aud into 

> Civ, 

his Courts with Praiſe. And of all his Earthly Work- 

manſhip, Man only is qualify'd for that Purpote, 

God having given him a Reatonable Soul, and Un- 

derſtanding to know him, and ſo Fram'd both Sou 

and Body, that Knowing we might love, ſerve, ad- 

mire and adore Him; In which Reſpect he hath; 
CO) 


| Pla. ice. calls upon all Nations to conſider, That the Lord he is 


„„. a, too rn „ 


ha © mri 4+ oY 


— 


for thy Pleaſure they are, and were Created : There- 
fore not to Honour him, is to croſs the prime End, 


and to defeat the Purpoſe our great Creator had in 
giving us our Being, But 


- demption we ſtand Oblig'd to honour God; Crea- 
tion being but the Act of his Power, but Redemption 
is the Work of his Grace, and of all other of his 


poſing himlelf, of his mere Grace, to reſcue and ſave 


Oar ſure way to Honour. 


confer'd on us an Excellency above others, and 
made us but 4 little lower than the Angels, in that he 


hath crown'd us with ſuch Glory and Honour, on purpoſe | 
that we ſhould Fear and Reverence ſo great a Maje= | 
> ſty, As the four and twenty Elders adoringly acknow- | 
: ledge, ſay ing, thou art worthy O Lord to receive Glory, 


Honour and Power; for thou has Created all Things, and 


2aly, As by Creation, ſo, more eſpecially by Re- 


| 

' 
: 
fl 
| 
9 
4 


Works, the moſt Stupendous and Engaging. Four 
Things concur, for rendering the Work of Redemp- 
tion glorious init ſelf, and obliging on us; firſt, De- 
liverance from the deep Miſery into which we plun- 
ged our ſelves by Sin; tho? in our Original we were 
made Upright, and had an abundant Proviſion made 
for our Happineſs, yet by our Revolt from God, we 
became the Devil's Captives, and were as truly 
Miſerable, as before we were Happy, our Guilt lay- 
ing us open tothe Curſe and Wrath of a juſtly pro- 
voked God, whereby we became the black Heirs of 
Hell and Damnation, The ſecond Thing admirable 
in Redemption is, the Perſon by whom it was con- 
triv'd, and that was an injur'd and provok'd God, 
who in his great Compaſſion made ourSalyation the 
the Subject of his Eternal Councel, and therein fixed 
upon a very merciful Method, which was the Inter- 


us from the Wrath and Miſery we had procured. 
The third Thing admirable is, The Method m which 
God diſplays this Riches of his Grace, and that is, 
by giving his «wn and only Son, who became Incarnate | 
that he might by his Doctrine confirm'd by Miracles | 
and a Holy Lite, lnitruct us into the Knowledge and | 


Prast- 


. To Honour God, is 


g. Practice of Things needful to us: And then on the 
* Croſs he propoſed himſelf an Object to every poor 
* to be believed in, where he offered himſelf a 
Pet. 1, » Sacrifice to God, and gave his Life and Blood infinitly 
18. more precious thas Silver and Gold, a Price to Redeem 
us from our vain Converſation. The fourth Thing both | 
wonderful and obliging in this Method of the Grace | 
of God, is, From what, and to what we are Redee- | 
med through Faith in the Blood F Feſus ;, and that is c 
from the Guilt and Dominion of Sin and Satan, from | v 
the Bands and Power of Death, and the Grave, | fi 
which our Conquering and Thriumphing Lord has 
broken, and from Wrath and Damnation, which o- ot 
therwiſe our Guilt had innevitably bound vs over |} qi 
unto; And as it is a Redemption from theſe Evils, be 
ſo by · Faith in the Redeemer we are put into a State hi 
of Tuſt ification and Holineſs here, and Entitled to ta 
the Happineſs of Heaven and Glory hereafter. And fit 
who can imagin, (theſe Things conſider' d) that God | le 
ſhould have any other End, in diſplaying ſuch Love er 
and Grace, but to recover us from our Rebellions, to | T 
maintain a conſtant and firm Allegiance, exprefling || be 
Love and Loyalty to our Redeeming and Sovereign Þ w 
| Lord, whoſe we are by Right of Redemption, as | W 
| 1 Cor. 6. St. Paul affirms, Ye are not your own, ye are bought with Þ ha 
20. 4 Price, therefore glorifie God in your Bodves and Spirits || ot 
which are his. 
| 3dly, To honour God is our Indiſpenſible Duty . 
Us from 3 and that Covenant we freely made, do 
| and ſolemnly enter'd into, whereby we have deter- ſh: 
min'd, and declared our Reſolutions to yield up our | his 
{elves to his Intereſt and Honour, Have we not ta- Þ th 
ken him for our God, and Subſcribed to the Articles N 
of his Covenant before many Witneſſes ? Have we our 
not by Baptiſm put on his Livery, become his Dome- | 
ſticks, enjoy'd the Privileges of his Houle, and liv'd ; 
upon his Bouuty to this Day? And all this and more 
under the Pretext of doing him Service, to his Ho- #* 
nour. But if after all we refuſe ſo to do, under the . 
Ties 


ka 1 


e222 


1 
I 
| | 


our ſure Way to Honour. 


Ties of repeated and ſolemn Vowsand Promiſes,how 
ſhall we Anſwer it to him when he comes to Plead 
with us the Quarel of his Covenant, and to produce our 
own Hand and Seal againſt us: Then what ſhall we 
urge in our Defence, Speechleſs we ſhall be, from a 
cutting Senſe of our own unaccountable Folly and 


{ Treachery ; ſtand Self-condemn'd, being Conſcious 
We have been more Baſe and Perfidious, than we 


could have ſuffered our Servants to have been to us, 
without giving Vento our Reſentments and Diſplea- 


2 ſure againſt them. But 


4thly and laſtly, We muſt honour God, becauſe 
of all other Things that will be moſt Profitable to 


be of vaſtAdvantage to us,if we conſider as hath been 
7 hinted already. We ſhall be protected trom Evil 
taken into the Divine Favour, thall Inherit the Bleſ- 
* ſings of his Goodneſs, be Crowned with an Excel- 
lency above others and not only fo, but he will in- 
* creaſe our Wealth, if needful, and yield us Store of 
* Treaſure, But the Miſchief of it is, we ſcarcel * 
believe it, if we were ſure of this, our own Intereſt 
would effectually engage us to contribute thereto : 
: Wel, tho' this may lie croſs to our Reaſon, yet we 
have Ground enough to believe it, having the Word 
ot him for it, that cannot lie, who ſays by the Roy- 
Jal Prophet, He hath diſperſed, he hath given to the 
Por, bis Righteouſneſs endureth fur ever; 1. e. He who 
! doth by thoſe Things acknowledge and ſerve God, 
| ſhall whatever Men think, be a mighty Gainer, fo; 


Ibis Hora ſhall be exalted with Floncur. Scattering for Pla, 312. | 


theſe Purpoſcs, is a principal Way of Gathering; and 
:Wildom it ſelf propoſes that we hunrur the Lord with 
Jour Subſtance, and the firſt Fruits of all our Iicreaſe, un- 
der the View of very great Improvments chat may 
1" expected thereupon ; for the Wiſe Man adds, 
% ſhall thy Barns be fill'd with plenty, and th Preſſes ſhall 
burg out with new Wiue : Expreſſions denoting abun- 

dance to be Enjoy'd 3 Or that which is more, thowy 
thalt 


our ſelves 3 tho? we cannot be Profitable to him, it will Job. 22. 
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To Honour God, is 


ſhalt be amply pleas'd, and content in the Little 
thou haſt, as a ſure Pledge, that ſhortly thou ſhalt 
be admitted an Inhabitant of that Region, where 
the Raviſhing Sight of God, in whoſe Preſence is a 
fullneſs both of Pleaſures and Treaſures for ever 


more; ſhall ſatisfie thee beyond all Doubt, that they 
who Honour him, he will Honour. I now Conclude | 
vith two or three Reflections, And 
Firſt, We infer hence, the real Excellency of a 
Religious Life, in Oppoſition to all others, as it fo | 
directly tends to our own Peace, Pleaſure, Honour, | 
and Profit; Sincere Godlineſs will be all this, and 
more to us, Vea, it will be a ſafe and quiet Harbour, 
wherein the Pious Soul ſhall fit Calm and Serene in | 
the midſt of Storms, pleaſed in believing the Pro- 


miſes ſo General and Extenſive, as to appertain both | 


to the Things of this Liſe, and that which is to come, But | 
the Wicked are not ſo, No, they are like the troubled | 
Sea which cannot reit . whoſe Waters cat Up Aire and 
Dirt. Peace and true Honour with every Thing | 
valuabe is a Stranger to the Tabernacle of Sinners, 
notwithſtanding the Soothings and Flatteries of (elf-| 
deſigning Men. Wicked Miniſters may ſpeak Peace, 
tho* Men walk in the Imaginat iin of their own Heart, | 
and add Drunkeneſs to Thirſt; But what ſays the 
Lord, why the Prophet tells us, that there is no Peace 
tothe Wicked, but on the contrary, great Peace have 
they that love thy Law, and nothing ſhall offend them. 
Secondly, We learn hence, what a very inſignifi-| 
cant Thing it is, to he high in Office, high in Gifts, 
and be nigh to God in Privilidge, Miniſtry, and the 
like, it God be not anſwerably ſerv'd, and Honou- 
red by us. To imagine our ſelves his Favourites 
and Dariings merely becauſe we are Employd (un- 
der ſuch an advanc'd Character) for him, is to de- 
cee our ſelves; as is plain in Nadab and Ahihu;! 
The Dignity of their Office, and being the Stated] 
Miniſters both of God, and his People, could not} 
upon their acting Unfaithtully guard them againſt, 
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our ſare Way to Honour. 


nor ſecure them from being deſtroyed by that Fire Lev. 10 


that fell from the Lord upon them: Which is far- 
ther evident from this Hiſtory of Eli and his Sons; 
was there ever any, more aparently and highly Ad- 
vanced then they ? Yet how little did it avail them, 
ontheir neglecting to honour him, that advanc'd them. 
Let Miniſters and Chucch-Members therefore look 
to it, You are near to God it's true, and perhaps 


31 
2. 3+ 


may ſay as ſome before you on Enjoying his Word fer. 5. 


and Ordinances, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 
the Lord are theſe; But hl we be Hypocrites, or Pro- 
phane Perſons, as they were, neither the Office and 
Dignity of Miniſters, nor the Privilege of Church- 
| will prove a Sanctuary againſt the ter- 
rible Storm which an angry and deſpiſed God will 
raiſe againſt them. What will they do when he 
takes away their Hope? It will be then more tollerable 
| fo Tire and Sidon, for Sodom and Gomoreah then for 
ſuch Perſons. Mens Mouths may be full of rhe 
Temple of the Lord, while their Hearts are wholy void 
of the Love and Fear of God. But 

Laſtly, It informs us, how perfectly Juſt and Equa! 
the Proceedings of the Lord is, with the Sons and 
Daughters of Men; in that he will Honour them that 
Honour him: Alſo how deplorable their State will 


be in the End, that diſpiſe and diſhonour him? I» 


that they ſhall be lightly eſteemed ; that is, He will make 
10 Account of them, as they have poured Contempt 
on him, by a Life of Sin, and ſo continuing, they 
will live Unregarded, die Unlamented, and notwith- 
ſtanding the great Pomp wherewith their Funerals 

may be ſolemniz'd, they muft awake in another World 
to Shame and everlaſting Contempt. They will then 
be treated as Baſe and Vile, and ſtand for ever Aghaft 
at the Perturbation and Confuſion that will ſeize 
their Minds, being convinced how baſely they have 
diſpiſed that God, whom Angels adore, 2:14 at 
whole Preſence, the Devils t., e ble, and then full of 
Shame and Horror, will turn away, as not being 5 
| ble 


Mat. 1 


21 23 


dle to behold him, whoſe Honour they have injur'd, 
ev. 6. 15. and like Men confounded in themſelves, will run, 
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7%. cry to the Rocks aud Mountains to fall on and to hide 
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them from that God, whom they neither valu'd nor 


fear'd. O diſmal State ! But fo it will be with all 
Contemptuous Ones in an approaching Day, no 
Poſt or Dignity in Church or State will then ſcreen 
them from the Wrath of that God they have diſ- 


piſed. 


But before I leave, Let me for the Encouragement 


of poor Sinners, tell them, that it is not yet too late, 


the Door of Hope and Mercy is yet open, the Sil- 


ver Trumpet of the Goſpel is yet ſounding, the | 
Golden Scepter is yet held forth as a Prooff that God 
is yet waiting, that he may be gracious, who will re. 
ceive you on your coming to him: For which Pur- 
poſe reflect ſeriouſly on the very unſuitable Returns 
you have made him, for all the Mercies and Advance- 
ments he hath beſtowed, enough ſure, to have en- 


dear'd him, his Intereſt, and Honour to you. But 


= inſtead thereof, how have we lighted him under 
| Fob 21. 7. the Ties of his Favour, ſaying in the Language of 
to the 15. our evil Courſes, depart from us, and what is the Al- 


mighty, that we ſhould ſerve him, Come Sirs, Let 
us ſhew our ſelves Men, bethink us now, and let the 


Senſe of our many and imighty Sins, ſink us into an 


| 


* 


Abhorance of our ſelves and Sins, diſpoſe us to a 
hearty and cordial Repentance; and tho' the trueſt 


Repentance is too little to attone for a Life of Sin, 


yet he will graciovſly accept us in Chriſt, as he is 
net willing we ſhould periſh 5 Nay, altho' we come in 
at the Eleventh hour, he will accept our Service, if 
ſincere, and Crown us with a Happineſs above all 


Expreſſion, of which he hath given Aſſurance in 


our Text, laying, Them that Honcur me, I will Honour. 
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